HSK 1 Vocabulary List

All 150 words this level adds — in frequency order, with pinyin, traditional forms and native notes. From
purrlearn.com

150 150 0

words listed cumulative total multi-reading characters

Why this order. These words are sorted by how often they actually appear, not alphabetically by pinyin. Studying top-
down pays off immediately: the first few dozen entries carry a large share of everything you will read and hear at this
level. Every word on this list also has native audio on the web version.

Which HSK is this? This list is the 2012 standard (HSK 2.0): six levels, 150 / 300 / 600 / 1200 / 2500 / 5000 words
cumulatively — still what most textbooks, apps and prep material use. The 2021 standard (HSK 3.0) restructures the
system into three stages and nine levels and raises the counts sharply; its Level 1 alone is 500 words. The two are not
interchangeable — check which one your test provider specifies.

] de indicates possession, like adding 's to a noun

Native note — Always neutral tone de here 4X[X never dA-. It is the most frequent word in
written Chinese, and it is never stressed.
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you (singular)
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shi be; is; are

le indicates a completed or finished action

< FD

no; not

Native note — Written bA', but said bA® before another 4th tone: 4, [Xlae[X]” bA°shA~, 4 AaX»
bA°qA!, & [Xe|X] bA°YA o. Everywhere else it stays bA'. This is the single most common
beginner tone mistake.

A
o
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E zai at; on; in
ﬂ{_{ ta he; him
ﬁﬂ‘] women % & we; us

good

Native note — In 4% 4¥% two 3rd tones collide, so the first shifts up: written nGX hCXo,
actually said nA hC[Xo. This happens to every 3rd + 3rd pair in Chinese.
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) you have
iz Zhé =®iE thls
hui & know how to

b

Native note — 4% huA- = can, in the sense of a learned skill (2X|Ki%4Xae, 21 can swim, I
learned how). Compare X% nA©ng = physically able or permitted right now. Beginners mix
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vocabulary — play native audio for eyery word there .
ma 1 indicates a yes/no question (added to a statement)
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26
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4. shénme # (1% what? (replaces the noun to turn a statement into a question)

i;ﬁ shuo 2 & speak

m ta she

'jclg xidang think; believe; suppose

N yi one; once; a
Native note — Three readings by position: yA« when counting or alone; yA- before a 1st, 2nd
or 3rd tone (4, Xa7© yA-tiAXn); yA before a 4th tone (4,[Xa,? yAge, a,[K4®X yAdA-ng).
Dictionaries only show yA«.

i) hén very; quite

A rén person; man; people

;jl; na that; then

;E 14i 2 7 come; arrive; ever since

%I; dou all; both
Native note — Here it is dAu = all, and it goes before the verb, not after the subject-list:
X Xa»¢X 144> (we all go). The other reading dA« means capital city.

A ge % i general measure word

fie néng can; be able
Native note — ¢X|2 nA©ng = able or allowed in this situation (e[X|[Xa»Xax©a, el vaaX» 1
can't go today). Not for learned skills 4)X|[X that is 424X huA-.

X qu go; to leave

;Fl] hé and; with

{m Zu0 do; make

F shang above; up

RZE] méiyou %77  not have; there is not

E kan see; look at; to watch

EL zénme % 5% how?

Iﬂ'j}f xianzai 2 B/E  now

)J—i dian 2 25 a dot; a little; o'clock

"W

"}E ne indicates a question; how about...?

K tai too (much)

H 11 & inside; Chinese mile (~.5 km)

Wy ting % 4 listen; hear
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shéi %

dudb

2y

shihou & i

g
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il

PN

xia
xiexie % HiHf

xiansheng

da, dai
dongxi % #r
xido

jiao

nian
qing % i
hui
gongzuo
qian 2 g
chi

kai % #i

péngyou

mama ¢ {545

jintian

—
—<
i
ey

who

Native note — Say shA©i. The dictionary reading shuA is correct but sounds formal or
bookish; almost nobody says it in conversation.

many
time

fall; below

thank you

Mr.; Sir

to like

big; large

things; stuff

small; young

to be called

love

year

please; invite; to treat someone to something
to return; to reply; to go back

work; a job

money; coin

eat

to open; to start; to operate (a vehicle)
family; home

which; how

friend

mom; mum

Native note — Second syllable is neutral: mAXma, not mAK mA[X|. Same for ¢[X,c[X|, bA ba,
a¥alX¥ gAge. Doubling a family word always neutralises the second one.

today

how many; several; a few
Native note — a[X] jCIX asks how many when you expect a small number (under about ten).

For anything possibly large, use 44X|a°X] duAXlshao. 4X also always needs a measure word
after it: 4 a,%a*°.
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xié

zénmeyang

BB

duibuqi % 7

zhu

san

gaoxing % il
mai 5 i
yisheng % i/

nar % i

71
mingzi
rénShi T*T( i‘IA;/lL]\I‘!’}‘

Zuo

yue

hao % 4

v

gou
sul % %

kanjian & 75

da dianhua %

FIHE

wei

érzi % i

some; few; several

how about?; how is/was it?

sorry

to live; reside; to stop

three

happy; glad

to buy

doctor

where? (Beijing accent)

Native note — The &[X; is not a separate syllable 4X[X it curls the ending of the syllable before

it. Say nGr, one beat, not nGX| A©r. Northern standard; southern speakers often say
aX*éXIX nCXICK instead.

letter; character

name

recognize; know (a person)
sit

to drink

to write; to compose

moon; month; flesh (radical)
number; day of a month

Native note — hA o is how you say a date out loud: 8°KaeXX&X«alX:. In writing you will
usually see @[X¥ rA- instead: a°KeeX|[Ka«zeX¥. Same day, different register.

dog
years old; age

see; catch sight of

Native note — ¢ § [X is a result complement: ¢[X[X is the looking, cX[Xe § X is the seeing.
XX cKNXa KavaKe*icKIXe § K (I looked but didn't see it) is a perfectly normal sentence.

make a phone call

hello (on the phone)

Native note — Dictionary tone is wA"i, but when answering the phone almost everyone says it
with a rising tone, wA®©i. Falling wA"i sounds like you are shouting at someone.

son

retty; beautitu
LX2026*08*27 : %rcc to share, please keep this line - https://purrlearn.com/en/hsk-1-

vocabulary — play native audio for every word there



5}%;[1 féenzhong % %r  minute; (measure word for time)

i

) zaijian % 1% goodbye; see you later

A bén measure word for books

HY & mingtian tomorrow

N shao few; little

I/I ;

B duoshao how much?; how many?
Native note — 8x(X|a°[X| duAXshao asks how many or how much with no size expectation, and
unlike 4[X| it can drop the measure word: ax[Xa°X|a* is fine. Note &°X is neutral toned here.

e kuai 2 lump; piece; sum of money
Native note — 4[X[X| kuA i is the spoken word for the currency unit; AX X yuAn is the written
one. A price tag says aXX|, a shopkeeper says al[X.

7L nt'ér & 451 daughter

/NEH xidojie young lady; miss; Ms.

%R yifu clothes

Zk shui water
'ﬁiﬁé xuéxiao % 24 school
B dianying %%  movie; film
-2
:E" shu # & book; letter

V—[I si four

En wl five

BB yiyuan 2 &5 hospital

i&;&?\, méi guanxi ¥ it doesn't matter; never mind
RHZR

Kl feiji 2 et airplane

— er two

Native note — °X| A"t is for counting and for numbers themselves. Before a measure word

a;00 a;00
a .

you must switch to & x liCXIng: 4 =& *a*°, never a°Xa,

EE}E dianshi z %4 television; TV
i‘#; du = to read; to study
N
houmian back; behind

Jri i ’
WER zuotian yesterday

LAY chi1y 1A~ # 1EE +n elaons on 0 hoad
% oLlLul Jl(/l\_l X OHEE B v Ol\/\/t}, 6\./ LU e
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laoshi % i
Xingqi
shi

mao % 5
diannao %
re %

xuésheng &
G

xiawu
Xuéxi % £
léng

b keqi # 7%

gianmian
ba

Zhonggud %

q
cai
zhuozi

chuzuche # i
FHE

=

tianqgi % 74
cha

jiu
shangdian
yizi
téngxué £ [

Hh

=

yididnr

5.

pinggud & it

teacher
week

ten

cat
computer
heat; hot

student

afternoon
learn; to study
cold

you're welcome; don't be polite

in front
eight

China

seven
dish (type of food); vegetables
table; desk

taxi; cab

weather

tea

nine

shop; store

chair

fellow student; schoolmate

a bit; a few

Native note — Said yAﬁdiCEnr aX[X three characters, but the last two are one syllable. Note

4, is yA- here (before a 3rd tone).

apple
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- zhongwu noon; midday

shangwu late morning (before noon)
kF

7K shuiguo fruit
e béizi cup; glass
‘Fl_ﬁ xiayu to rain

*lﬁi mifan % £ (cooked) rice
;":I‘?: Béijing Beijing
B Hanyu 2% Chinese language
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