HSK 3 Vocabulary List

All 300 words this level adds — in frequency order, with pinyin, traditional forms and native notes. From
purrlearn.com

300 600 15

words listed cumulative total multi-reading characters

Why this order. These words are sorted by how often they actually appear, not alphabetically by pinyin. Studying top-
down pays off immediately: the first few dozen entries carry a large share of everything you will read and hear at this
level. Every word on this list also has native audio on the web version.

Which HSK is this? This list is the 2012 standard (HSK 2.0): six levels, 150 / 300 / 600 / 1200 / 2500 / 5000 words
cumulatively — still what most textbooks, apps and prep material use. The 2021 standard (HSK 3.0) restructures the
system into three stages and nine levels and raises the counts sharply; its Level 1 alone is 500 words. The two are not
interchangeable — check which one your test provider specifies.

W o a,a,4a,a,a ah; (particle showing elation, doubt, puzzled surprise, or approval)
Native note — A pure particle 4X[X the tone floats with the emotion rather than being fixed,
which is why the dictionary lists five. Neutral a is the default sentence-ender; rising A; is
surprise or a request to repeat.

pm

T 2w hai, huan 22 still; yet; in addition | repay; to return
Native note — hAji (still, also, even) is what you need at this level: ¢;Xa?2X X not yet,
¢:MaeX” hAjishi or /still. huAin is a different word meaning to give back AKX ¢;X4'| huAin
shA« return a book.

s ba, ba (mw for things with handles); (pretransitive particle); to hold | a grip; a

handle; stem (of plants)

Native note — bC[X, and it is the grammar point HSK 3 is built around: XX moves the
object in front of the verb to say what happened to it XX aeXXaeXXeéX aK*3°X I shut the
door. The reading bA (a handle) is rare.

ﬁ guo ¥ ifh to pass; to cross; go over
g ragud if; in the event that
L gyy zhizhiso only; merely; just | (mw for birds and certain animals)

Native note — Two words sharing one simplified form. zhG[X = only (4X*eXXi, Xi, *). zhA« =

the measure word for animals and one of a pair (4, Xa[X*¢Xl«). In traditional they are even
written differently: aX* vs é[X».

o bei by (indicates passive voice sentences); a quilt/blanket
i) gén to follow; go with; heel

Hd zZiji oneself; self

H yong to use (Kangxi radical 101)

1% xiang be like; resemble; appearance
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29

oz
mH

wéi, wel % 7

xUyao
yinggai % [
qi lai % sk
cai

you

,

na

geng, géng

dai = 4
ranhou
yiyang % —k
dangran % &
xiangxin
renwéi % %
mingbai

yizhi

di, de

difang

likai & g
yiding
héishi % e

fa, fa =

faxian % 755

érqié

to act (as); become; to mean | for; because of; to

Native note — wA i = for the sake of (4 °4°) wA"ile, 4, °a»Xa' X wA ishA@nme). wA@i = to act
as, to be (&®#4,° TA nwA©i, 22X a,° chA@ngwA®©i). If it means because of or for, it is wAi.

to need; to want; to demand

should; ought to; must

(beginning or continuing an action); to rise; get up (from bed)
ability; talent; just now

(once) again; also; both (Kangxi radical 29)

carry in your hand; seize; to catch

more; even more | change; watch (e.g. of a sentry or guard)

Native note — gA " ng = more, the comparison word (a[X"4¥% better). gAng = to change or a
night-watch period; you will not need it at this level.

band; belt; ribbon

then; afterwards

the same; alike; equal to

of course; naturally

believe (sh.); be convinced of

believe; think that

clear; obvious; understand

always; all along; straight (in a straight line)

earth; ground | (adverbial particle)

Native note — dA- = ground, earth (a[X°2X", 4X°a[<%). de = the adverb marker attached to a

description before a verb: @K ¢aeM¢aX ey’ walk slowly. Same character, and the de reading is
always neutral.

place; space; room

leave; depart

surely; certainly; necessarily

or; still; nevertheless

send out; to issue; to show (one's feelings) | hair

Native note — fA[X] = to send out, to issue (AXNXcX?, AXINXcXag). fA = hair (= aXX).

Traditional splits them: ¢[X% vs é«®. Note &% a[X[X is usually said tA*ufa with a neutral second
syllable.

discover; to find

moreover; in addition; as well as
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HE
A
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S
1%
B¢ -3
PS
PSS
oy

fang

weile % 7 1
xiang

lao

wei

xian

zhong, zhong
o]

zuihou

qita

jide 25t
huozhé
guoqu % i
danxin % 0
tido ¢ 1%
yigian

chang, zhang

R

shijie
zhongyao
biéren £ 5 A
jthul % @
zhang % i
jie

bisai % k7%
guan ¢ i
guanxi % #s

ma % 5

put; to place; to release

in order to; for the sake of; for the purpose of
direction; towards; to turn

old; aged; tough

position; location; (polite mw for people)
first; early; before

type; breed; race | to plant

Native note — zhGXIng = kind, type, and the measure word for kinds (¢;Xlc § X)). zhA*ng = to
plant (¢ § Xee X). The noun is 3rd tone, the verb is 4th.

last; final; ultimately

other; else

remember

or; possible; maybe

in the past; formerly

to worry; feel anxious

strip; (mw for long thin objects); item

before; formerly; previous

long; length | grow; chief (Kangxi radical 168)

Native note — chAjng = long (éX|;:aX[X, 42XIéX;). zhGXng = to grow, or a chief (a j6X;,
él<:ax §). Adjective is chAing, person-in-charge is zhGXIng.

world

important; significant; major

other people; others

opportunity; chance; occasion

(mw for flat objects); to spread out; (common surname)
connect; to meet; to pick up (somebody)

(sports) match; competition

to close; shut; concern

relation; to concern

horse (Kangxi radical 187)
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HrE juéding % i decide; resolve
XF guanyu it about; regarding; concerning

}ﬁ P nan, nan £ 4  difficult | trouble; to blame

H
Native note — nAjn = difficult, which is all you need here. nA n = disaster (6X3:2°[X refugee)
and appears much later.

Tﬁ@ liaojié comprehend; understand; know
i‘l.llj zhan stand; a station; be on one's feet
Qlij:;ﬁ jiéshu ¢ 5k to end; to finish; conclude
] gingchu clear; distinct; be clear about
5y=% yuanyl # i be willing; want to; be ready
yid hua flower; blossom; spend money

A zhaopian picture; photograph
PAANY
Wi huanying % #  to welcome; greet

i

=g -A zongshi # 4/  always; eventually
ﬂ% zui mouth
2 canjia % 2 participate; join; take part in
ik banfa % i method; way (of doing something)
iﬁj:% xuanzé % = select; to pick; choose
ﬂ; huai % i bad; broken
AN dasuan to plan; intend
iit shi # it to try; to test; examination
]| tebié % rihl special; especially; particular
B zhuyi pay attention to; take notice of; be careful
Hsiz qishi % s actually; in fact
Vi) xidoxin be careful
A jiu long (time)
j=F s zhiyou % %4 only
i3 jlang i to talk; to lecture; to explain
Yt gushi story; tale
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SEUR jiehan = g0
B duan

%N niili

#HM haipa

WA gangcai % Hi
TH jiému # il
7] lidng % W

)i wan %
fi jigjué = ik

PR bangongshi

W
arPE qiguai

) & tongyi
TR youxi % jik
WL bangmang %

£
EES gudjia = -
%i& zuijin

== engyin & i
76 shéngyin %

8

=

i.). P fén, fen

Sk wénchéng
) ban
oo yaoqit
BT chile
5 réngyi

B oz jiao, jiao
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get married

paragraph; segment; section
to work hard; to strive

afraid of; to fear

just now; a moment ago
program; item (on a program)
(mw for vehicles)

ten thousand

settle (a dispute); resolve; solve

office

strange; odd
agree; to consent; approve
game; play; recreation

to help

country; state; nation
recently; lately; these days

sound; voice

cute; lovely

divide; part; minute | component; share; ingredient

Native note — fAXIn = to divide, minute, cent (AX/KaXXéXX). fA n = a share or component
(6 "aXIX] bA'fen, 4XIX4X). Verb and time unit are 1st tone.

to complete; accomplish; to fulfill

half; semi-; incomplete

to request; to demand; requirement

besides; except for; aside from

easy; likely; liable (to)

teach; instruct | religion; teaching

Native note — jiAX|o = to teach, the action (i»NeaeXNXeaXNXi 2)XX). jiA o = education as a

thing (eXXel?, eXXa®, eXNXaeXX). The verb is 1st tone 4X|X most learners get this

bhackwards
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wip jiandan Z % simple; not complicated

2§ jiancha = ##  to check; examine; inspect
R yinyue % 544 music
@ yue even more; the more; exceed
Hﬁm zhaogu 2 @i take care of; look after; give consideration
Jirsd:)3] congming % 14  intelligent; clever; bright
A

5 tidn sweet

ETS taran sudden; abrupt
" zhongyu 2 4« at last; in the end; finally
ﬂﬁ chuan a boat; vessel; ship

| kou mouth (Kangxi radical 30)
Ep=3 huida to reply; to answer
Ly liwu 2 w7y gift; present
SLB téufa 2 oz hair (on the head)
Kb guanxin ¥ L concerned about/with
JEI jido < foot (body part)
G shéngql % 440 angry; mad
L' ka cry; weep
1] hua 2 & draw; picture; painting
ﬂg% nidnging % 4  young

;‘{:i'f

bao to cover; to wrap; to hold

(2
i tui leg
g iy

=ik wangji ¥ wi forget

jﬂﬁ ban to move; to transport

75 lou 2 % story; floor; (multi-story) building
i@ﬁ] yudao to meet; run into; come across

%)ﬂm XInwén % 5l news
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shuang %

jlanmian ¢ 5
i
jingchang % ¢

i1

chéngshi
yihuir & &5
fujin

jie

yingxiang % #

’i(_!‘E
rénzhén £ 7

mi

cha, cha, chai,
cl

yinhang & 17
anjing % ki

dudome % 2

@
\a
o

==

genjli % fit
jiha # s 7
houlai % 5k
dongwu % %)
X1

yibian % &
shufu

yiban

shushu

téng

chidao 2 =]

two; double; (mw for pairs)

meet/see somebody (face to face); meeting

often; frequently; daily

city or town

a while; a moment

(in the) vicinity; nearby; neighboring
lend; borrow; excuse

influence; affect; effect

serious; earnest; take seriously

rice; meter (Kangxi radical 119)

differ from; fall short of; poor | difference | to dispatch

Native note — chA = poor, lacking (2[X¢»©434K4-®, &4-°4, Ka=[X)). chAlX = a difference

(8-°alX«). chAi = an assignment, which is where 4X°a-® chA«chA[Xi (business trip) comes
from aXI[X] that word is on the HSK 4 list, so learn this reading now.

bank

quiet; peaceful; calm

how (wonderful, etc.); what (a great idea)
hungry

according to; based on; basis

almost

afterwards; after; later

animal

West (Kangxi radical 146)

one side; on the one hand; at the same time
comfortable; feeling well

general; ordinary; common

(informal) father's younger brother; uncle
ache; sore; (it) hurts

arrive late
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WE ¥

pijiu

duan

jingguo % 46t

zhoumo
ban

xiguan % 14

gongyuan % 4

[

ganjing % 1%

niao % 5
jiél’lkéng
shu 2 #if
délngéo
yuan
kerén
huiyi % @:%
nainai

kuzi  pit
linja & #)s
jingli & e
céng % g
déng % 15
lianxi & 44
yéye % i

lan = &

nanguo % ¥t

zhongjian % i

il

maozi

beer

short (in length, duration, or height); lack
to pass; go through; as a result of
weekend

team; class; squad

habit; be accustomed to; usual practice

public park

clean; neat and tidy

bird (Kangxi radical 196)

health; healthy

tree

cake

Chinese monetary unit; dollar; first

guest; customer

meeting; conference

grandma; (informal) paternal grandmother
pants; trousers

neighbor

manager; director

(mw for layers, floors of buildings)

lamp; light

practice; exercise

(informal) father's father; paternal grandfather
blue

be grieved; be sad; have a hard time

center; middle; between

hat; cap
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IH jin zo old; past; used

B manyi £ i satisfied; pleased

% qi % i to ride (an animal or bike); to sit astride

IFH taiyang % &% the sun

W ji% an extreme; pole; very

FE zhlyao main; principal; major

GE: téongshi colleague; co-worker

%% bizi nose

1 sur jiao, jué horn; angle; unit of money (1/10 yuan) | role (theater)

Native note — jiGXlo = corner, angle, horn, and 1/10 of a yuan. juA© = a role or part (¢ § XeX?
juA©sA”). Money and geometry take jiCXo.

Qﬂ: bianhua % ## change

}!E dong Fast

iR nianji % 44 grade; year (in school)

ﬂ;tﬁ: huanjing % #  environment; surroundings
5

N pang fat; plump

Hi &l dita 5 HilE map

Hf mianbao bread

LR dianzi youjian email

2 E T

H4: érduo ear

piima qunzi skirt

%ﬁﬁ xinxian % #ift  fresh (experience, food, etc.); new; novel
i fang xin relax; feel relieved; rest assured

i lidotian to chat

53] nan South

g réqing % s cordial; warm; enthusiastic

ZHE xinyongka credit card

EE*% dianti £ ks elevator

ﬁ@ fangbian convenient i o
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Hlﬁq‘:lﬁl xishoujian % toilet; lavatory; washroom

PR
HE(% xizao bathe; take a bath or shower; bath or shower
e yinliao % fikl  beverage; drink
1y xiaozhang %+ principal (of school, college or university); president; headmaster
Rk
A shuiping level; standard; horizontal
ﬁ; N zZuoye  F¥ school assignment; homework; task
‘j“ 2 chenshan 24 shirt; blouse
2
R4 chéngji 2 4 achievement; success; results (of work or study)
Wi wan bowl; cup
i) ayi auntie; step-mother; mother's younger sister

BE tashaguan % library

] 2 B

j{t wénhua culture; civilization

ok 1t 2 % green

A ddsao % 74 to clean; to sweep

E cdo grass; straw; draft (of a document)
mq;ﬁ bingxiang refrigerator

5&? shuxué 2z #2  mathematics

HIT%H zixingché % 11 bike; bicycle
(B

H& zhaojl % %2 to worry; feel anxious

@ shou thin; tight; lean

e tigao to raise; heighten; improve

'K qifei 2 kg take off (in an airplane); liftoff

E ai short; low

Hhek ditié = Hus subway

9=} tiyl 2 s physical training; sports

3;('] ke quarter (hour); (mw for short time intervals); carve
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T H jiéri = it holiday; festival

ﬁ% panzi # i plate; dish; tray

— 4t yigong altogether; in total

T pingzi bottle

ﬁzﬁﬁ jiedao street

,’E&‘ i duanlian # #  to exercise; work out; toughen
i

J&% ganmao catch cold; (common) cold

%ﬁ? aihao & =iy hobby; fond of; to like

iEini chaoshi supermarket

Hx yueliang the moon

m bdo eat until full; satisfied

4 youming famous; well-known

HE xiangjiao banana

BidA bijibén # 45:1 notebook

N

=] xia summer
SEH caidan ¥ 2% menu
7 béifang north; the northern part of the country
M shangwang %  to surf the web; to go online
E49
%&%‘ jijié & i season; time; period
b 2] ké thirsty
s fashao % ##%  have a fever
AH budan not only
2310 kongtido %~ air conditioning

i

BAHML ?flj?;ﬁéngji = camera

H chin spring (season); joyful

umbrella; parasol

%
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/I\% gezi % (i1 height; stature; build

BESH xiongmao % i panda
”
Wl shuaya brush one's teeth
E 2 fuxd 2 1534 revise; to review
é{ dong winter
i[5 qingjia Z 6 to ask for time off
iz Zhongwén Chinese (language)
?}( qia autumn; fall; harvest time

juzi sentence
A1)+ ]

- e o
25 xinglixiang trunk; suitcase

=
e kuaizi chopsticks
Fz Bk pixié leather shoes
ey pashan mountain climbing
L2200 héiban blackboard
)@)_‘(.@ gan xingqu %  be interested in
R
J) L cidian % st dictionary
B¢ lit xué %5 study abroad
HIX guaféng % 72 windy; to blow (wind)
Wi huanghé % #  Yellow River
i
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